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or the men will be drowsy on the  march.    The women
must cook   and   scatter   popcorn   on   the verandah  every
morning;  so will  the  men  be  agile in  their movements.
The rooms must be kept very tidy, all boxes being placed
near the walls; for if any one were to stumble over them,
the absent husbands would fall and be at the mercy of the
foe.    At every meal a little  rice must be left in the pot
and put aside; so will the men far away always have some-
thing to eat and need never go hungry.    On no account may
the women sit at the loom till their legs grow cramped,
otherwise their husbands will likewise be stiff in their joints
and unable  to rise  up quickly or to  run  away from  the
foe.    So in order to keep their husband's joints supple the
women often vary their labours at the loom by walking up
and down the verandah.    Further, they may not cover up
their faces, or the men would not be able to find their way
through the tall grass or jungle.    Again, the women may
not sew with a needle, or the men will tread on the sharp
spikes set by the enemy in the path.    Should a wife prove
unfaithful while her husband is away, he will lose his life
in the enemy's country.    Some years ago all these rules
and more were observed by the women of Banting, while
their husbands were fighting for the English against rebels,
But alas! these tender precautions availed them little; for
many a man, whose faithful wife was keeping watch and
ward for him at home, found a soldier's grave.1
Telepathy Among the Shans of Burma the wife of an absent
among the warr*or has to observe certain rules. Every fifth day she
, the rests and does no work. She fills an earthen goblet with
*^^
' water to the brim and puts flowers into it every day. If
Toradjas. the water sinks or the flowers fade, it is an omen of death.
Moreover, she may not sleep on her husband's bed during
his absence, but she sweeps the bedding clean and lays it
out every night2 In the island of Timor, while war is being
waged, the high-priest never quits the temple ; his food is
brought to him or cooked inside; day and night he must
keep the fire burning, for if he were to let it die out,
disaster would befall the warriors and would continue so
1 Mrs. Hewitt, "Some Sea-Dayak         * Indian Antiquary, xxi. (1892) p,
Tabus," Man> viii. (1908) pp. 186 jy.